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Sisters’ Tour
JULY 9

The celebrations for the new Children’s Hospital of Illinois and OSF Saint
Francis Medical Center began on July 9 when approximately 28 Sisters
participated in a tour that revealed the amenities, technology, and beauty 
of the new facility. 

“What an absolutely wonderful experience!
Our Sisters were AWED by what we saw. What a magnificent new facility - 

beautiful, as well as family and patient friendly!  A homelike environment for

our care-givers and care-supporters that’s colorful, interesting, and full of 

natural light!  We were touched by all the personal touches that make this 

building like none other OSF has ever created. You could tour the Milestone

Building several times and not see or notice all that is there to see.”

- Sister Judith Ann, O.S.F.

Dr. George Hevesy,  past president of the OSF Saint Francis Medical Staff and current chairman of Emergency Medicine,
explains why the medical staff, Dr. Carl Adams and an anonymous donor made possible a statue of Sister M. Canisia
Gerlach, O.S.F. in the new facility. "Sister Canisia represents all that this medical center has been and continues to be...
a provider of quality healthcare that is not a respector of persons. It is based on a strong faith and a dedication to serve
others as Christ taught. She always led by example, remaining active after retirement by visiting with patients and staff.
Her mere presence in the hospital was an inspiration,” says Dr. Hevesy. “The medical staff wanted to acknowledge
Sister's quiet, yet  visionary leadership and her impressive contribution to this community.”

Sister Canisia served as administrator for OSF Saint Francis for nearly four decades, from 1960 to 1998. She now
resides at the Motherhouse in Germantown Hills. 

Sister Canisia with Tim Miller, MD, CMO

The Feast of Assumption of 
the Blessed Mary
The mysteries of the Kingdom of God are revealed to 
the humble. 

Mysteries of the Kingdom are revealed to the children and
hidden from the wise and learned (Matthew 11:25-27) because 
of their intellectual pride. The wise and the learned think they
know more than God. They think their intellectual ability can help
them to comprehend and explain the mysteries of the Kingdom
without the help of God. They are not humble. Children, however,
are humble and their complete trust in their parents to protect
and care for them gives them an inner peace that allows them 
to experience great joy.

We are all God’s children, and as Christians the virtue of humility
should help us to develop an attitude of total dependence and
trust in God. Possessing this attitude helps us to understand so
that we may believe, or to believe so that we may understand,
the mysteries such the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Mary earned God’s favor because of her humble attitude and 
she was taken up to heaven in both body and soul without
experiencing the human reality of death. She lived a simple 
and humble life here on earth.

St. Augustine was very smart and he thought that he could
comprehend and explain the Mystery of the Holy Trinity. During
his mediation, God revealed to him a small boy drawing water
from the big ocean to fill a small pond. The pond was too small
to contain all the water from the ocean. St. Augustine learned
from God’s revelation that as a human being, he could not
understand the whole of Trinity. God showed him that his
intellectual ability was limited and needed the way of humility 
and guidance from God.

On August 15th, the Feast of Assumption, we pray to God
through the intercessions of Mary for the virtue of humility to
understand so that we may believe, or to believe so that we 
may understand, the mysteries of the Kingdom.

Happy Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Mary!

By Father Rogers Byambaasa, AJ   
Pastoral Care Department

The Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis and
the administration and staff of OSF Saint Francis
Medical Center extend their sympathy to:

Dalelynn Holley, RN, General Surgery, on the
death of her father

Fran Peavy, Coordinator, Industrial Rehab, on
the death of her husband

Keith Dalton, Maintenance Tech I,
Maintenance Unit M, on the death of his mother

Joy Cowan, Patient Care Tech I, 3700, on the
death of her father-in-law

Sandie Martin, Executive Assistant,
Radiology Administration, on the death of 
her father

Pat Williams, Dart Monitor, Psychiatric
Emergency Care, on the death of her sister

Steve Stone, RN, Cardio-Thoracic Stepdown,
on the death of his father

Cindy Guede, RN, Eye Center, on the death of
her grandfather-in-law

Charlotte Duke, Student Finance Assistant,
College of Nursing, on the death of her
grandmother

Teresa Smyth, Instructor, College of Nursing,
on the death of her father

Anita Metternich, CLS I, Lab, on the death of
her father-in-law

Mary Ann Davis, Volunteer, Volunteer
Services, who passed away on July 20.

NOTE: Notification of the death of a member 
of an employee's immediate family should be 
made to Sharon Dyer, Organizational
Development, 655-7676.



Bake Sale for Giving Tree
Friday, August 13

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Main Campus - Alcove

............................................. 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Sunday, August 15

11:00 a.m. Mass
............................................. 

Gift of Hope
Wednesday, August 18
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Main Campus - Alcove

College of Nursing Recruitment
Thursday, August 19
7:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Main Campus - Alcove
............................................. 

Farmers Market
Friday, August 27
8:00 a.m. - Noon

Main Campus - Alcove
............................................. 

Memorial Mass
Sunday, August 29

2:00 p.m.
Main Chapel

“In the spirit of Christ and the example of Francis of Assisi, the Mission of OSF HealthCare is to serve persons
with the greatest care and love in a community that celebrates the gift of life.”

Deadlines
The deadline for the next issue, dated August 11,
was August 27. Upcoming deadlines include
August 25 for the September 10 issue, September 8 for the
September 24 issue and September 22 for the October 8
issue. Submissions must be received by noon on the
deadline dates. Connections is distributed
each payday. The deadline generally is three
Wednesdays before the distribution date.
However, that is subject to change. Any deadline
change will be announced in the newsletter prior
to the affected issue. Every effort will be made
to print materials received by the deadline. Due
to space limitations, however, some submissions
may have to be held for a later issue.

Connections is published by OSF Saint Francis
Medical Center, 530 NE Glen Oak Ave., Peoria, IL
61637. The editor’s phone number is 655-2322.
OSF Saint Francis Medical Center is part of OSF
HealthCare.

President/CEO................................................Keith Steffen
Executive Director of
Strategic Communications...................................Amy Paul
Photographers ...................................................Barb Lloyd
...................................................................Linda Nicholson
.....................................................................Alina Shannon
Editor .........................................................Kristen Johnson

Let It Shine!

August 13

After nearly a decade of planning and fundraising, three years of  construction, 
and $280 million dollars of funding, what has been known internally as the 
Milestone Project opened its doors as the new Children’s Hospital of Illinois and

OSF Saint Francis Medical Center during ten days of grand opening events from July 9
to 18, culminating in the Blessing and Dedication ceremony on July 16, with the public
having its first chance to see the newest edition to our campus on July 17 and 18.

The organization, planning, logistical strategy and marketing behind the scenes has 
been a phenomenal feat carried off exceptionally well by the Milestone Opening Events
Steering Committee. This group met for 18 months before the actual opening events to
make sure that every detail and scenario was covered. They were not alone – more than
450 people volunteered their time and talents to showcase and share our medical center
with the OSF Family and Peoria-area community. Whether greeters, tour guides,
“shushers,” or floor host/hostesses, everyone pitched in and did what needed to be done.
Our Volunteer Services team rolled and banded more than 7,500 t-shirts, assembled
mailings and distributed materials as well. ELITE students served as elevator operators
for the weekend events. Property Control and Facilities staff were present and available
24-7 to keep everything looking great and running smoothly.

It’s said that a picture is worth a thousand words, so within this issue of Connections
you will see a pictorial summary of our opening events

OUR MISSION:

Keeping the OSF Family Connected

“Although there was a lot of
work involved, being a part of
these celebrations was one of
my life-rewarding experiences. 
It was an outstanding team to
be on; one that demonstrated
the teamwork and comradery 
of an organization that is known
for giving of themselves.”

- Janet Czech, Milestone Project Manager

LEARN Program 
for Weight Management

This program is not a typical “diet”
approach to weight loss. This 15-week
program is facilitated by a registered
dietitian, exercise specialists, and experts
in stress management. The group will meet
every Monday at 5:00 p.m., beginning on
September 13. Bring a friend, family
member, or co-worker for extra support! 

Call 282-1612 for more information, 
and to sign up.

“What IS Weight Watchers?” 

Join us for a FREE 30-minute
introduction to Weight Watchers at
Work. Learn how people enjoy true
and lasting success – no obligation
to join. 

Choose from 3 times: Tuesday,
September 7, 4:15 p.m. in the
Branch Lecture Room; or
Wednesday, September 8, 8:00 a.m.
in the Physician Dining Room; or
Friday, September 10, noon in the
700 Board Room. 

For more information, contact 
Jenny Reay at 282-1612.

Amish made solid oak dining room set 
includes: six captain chairs; pedestal table with two
leaves and adjustable height; and lighted china cabinet.
Paid $5,000.00, asking $3,500.00. Negotiable. Call
Diane Schmitt at 309-826-6134. 

2 GE Smart Water interior refrigerator filters,
Model # MSWF for GE and GE profile refrigerators;
ordered by mistake; retails for $35 each; asking $35.
Call 309-264-5855.

L-shaped desk with return, hutch and file drawers,
$200; microwave - $20; wood wine rack with hanging
wine glass holder - $35.  All are in great condition. Call
444-8483 and leave message if no answer.

1996 Chevy Blazer 4x4 - Good work vehicle! 
152k miles, power steering, power windows, runs good,
$1,200 (or best offer). Call 397-2025 (Peoria).

Lawn sprinkler systems and outdoor
landscape lighting Installation of new systems
and repair to existing systems; many years of
experience; contact Keith @Heartland Irrigation Inc
for a free estimate.  Call 222-4593 or email to
heartland.irrigation@yahoo.com

–  FOR SALE –

–  SERVICES –

HOW TO ADVERTISE

Type or legibly print ads. Include your name, home and/or cell
phone number and work extension (for office use). With few 
exceptions, only non-work numbers will be printed in the ad copy.

Ads may be placed in the following ways: Send them 
via in-house mail to Marketplace, Public Relations; drop them off
at the Public Relations office, located on the first floor of the Glen
Oak Building, across from the gift shop; fax them to 655-3272; 
or contact Patsy Butler at 655-2321 or by e-mail: 
patsy.c.butler@osfhealthcare.org. Ads to be repeated must 
be resubmitted.

OSF Saint Francis offers Marketplace as a complimentary 
service to employees, volunteers and retirees. Printing the 
ads does not constitute an endorsement of their content.  
Persons considering contracting for services advertised here 
are encouraged to check references beforehand.

Home improvements/carpentry 25 yrs of experience in construction/remodeling and home repairs. Also
specializing in custom woodworking: cabinets, fireplace surrounds, library/home office build-ins. Free estimates and
3D computer design plan provided for your project. No job is too large or too small. Call Richard 309-208-7290.

Milestone Opening Events Task Force

OSF Family Open House
Julie Bates & Judy Shaheen – Regional Development
Physician Open House
Lori Fuller – Children’s Hospital Administration
Cathy Rupert – Medical Staff Administration
Donor Reception
Dané Johnson & Andy Schuster - Foundation
Community Leaders Open House
Diana Hampton & Karen Haensel - Administration
Construction/Building Trades Open House
Rebecca Heisler – Administration
Blessing/Dedication
Lorie Helle – Human Resources
Pam Thompson – Marketing
Community Open House
Eric Franz – Fiscal Services
Marilyn Klekamp – Heart Hospital Administration
Lisa Robbins - Marketing

Gifts
Shelly Caulkins – Marketing
Nancy Davis – Children’s Hospital Administration
Tours
Chris Abercrombie & Janet Czech – Corporate
Engineering
Volunteers
Deb Trau – Volunteer Services
Food
Golda Ewalt – Food & Nutrition Services
Logistics
Lisa Fuller – Six Sigma
Lisa Stahlberg – Human Resources
Other Members
Judy Winkler – Marketing – Task Force Chair
Amy Paul – Strategic Communications –
Vickie Parry – Marketing - Social Media & ASK ME
Mike Horton – Housekeeping
Skip Alwes - Security
Sue Wozniak - Administration
Paul Kramer - Administration


